NEWSLETTER

from the Club Chairman Mike Mitcham
Latest News
Congratulations to all those U12 and U13 boys and girls who took part in the JDC Assessment days held over the summer.  I understand that the majority who entered have now been successful in joining the JDC proper.  Well done to everybody who participated.  Training days will be held throughout September, October and November culminating in a final assessment to the JAC (actual county) in November.  I wish everybody the best of luck.

U14 Boys
We will be running a completely new age group to cater for the growing number of older boys at the Club and new members.  This group will be coached by Nicky Thompson (ex GB international) and co-ordinated by Robert Fairey who will be dealing with all the administration and fixtures.  We are hoping to have a squad of at least 16 players as we are entering a National U14 Boys Competition which will involve a league followed by a regional knockout depending on results.  These matches will be played before Christmas.  At the same time we are organising a number of friendly fixtures against local opposition.  All matches, Competition and friendlies, will be on Sundays.  I am anticipating that competition for places will be fierce so attendance at training will be important and availability for the National Competition matches, in particular, will be appreciated.

A complete fixture programme will be posted on our website and sent out to all players at the beginning of the season.

U12 Boys
This group will remain the same as last year.  There will be at least 2 tournaments before Christmas with some friendly games.  Our goal is to go one better than last year by gaining a place in the National Finals next May, 2011.  James Lankfer has kindly agreed to coach this group and, hopefully, will build on his success with the U10 Boys of last year.
U12 Girls
This group will remain the same as last year and coached by Roger Wilson.  Our first match will be in September followed by a tournament in October and a mixed tournament in November.  Our priority is to win the County rounds of the Yazoo tournament and then to progress to the Regional rounds.  The fixtures before Christmas will be ideal preparation for the Yazoo tournament which will be held in the New Year.
U10’s
We have been approached by a number of clubs to play some friendly fixtures.  These will be organised provided that we have enough players and also we have reached the required standard.  It will be our intention to fast track players as quickly as possible from this group to the U12’s.  It is our understanding that the Senior Club will be providing us with some volunteers to help with this group.
New Clothing
New team shirts have been ordered for the U14 Boys, U12 Girls and U12 Boys.   If you have been selected for a team to represent our Club you will be required to have sky blue socks and dark blue shorts or skirts.  Team shirts will be provided which will be then handed back after each match.  We would kindly ask players not to play in tracksuit bottoms in matches.  The U10’s would be an exception in adverse weather conditions.  During our training sessions you may choose your own hockey clothing.
Discussions are taking place to have a new training shirt for all members of our Club.  We will keep you posted on the outcome.  It may be that a final decision will not be made until 2011.

Fixtures
Every effort has been made to try and organise fixtures in advance in order to give parents and players ample opportunity to organise themselves.  With so much going on this season it is imperative that we are well organised.  A list of fixtures to be played before Christmas will be posted on our website and also a Newsletter will be sent to everybody at the beginning of the season giving all the relevant information.  The actual timings of each match tournament will be given nearer the time.

Club Selection Policy
It is our intention to give everybody the chance to play in a tournament or match no matter what their ability (the only concession will be age).  The Club is run by a Committee and everybody is free to contact us and discuss any issues arising no matter how trivial.  Input from parents is essential for the smooth running of our Club so please contact us.

Mini Club Day
We are intending to have a Club day later in the season where everybody will have the opportunity to play.  Players of each age group will be chosen at random so that there will be no A/B/C teams.  This Club day will be open to U10/U12 only.  Teams from the local area will be invited to play against us.

Code of Conduct
Just to remind everybody that we have a Code of Conduct for all players, coaches and parents.  If you require any further information on this matter please consult our website www.ccjhc.co.uk  and click on Rules. 

Latest update for Girls born 1998/7
We are having to say goodbye to a lot of girls in this age group as they are now too old to play U12 hockey.  Hopefully, they will make the short journey to Latham Road to join the Junior Girls.  Some of them have been with us for many years and it will be sad to see them go.

I understand that there are now 2 new coaches at the Junior Girls, Lewis Kelsey and Simon Webb, who will be taking over from Sally Tippen.  Training starts on 5th September from 9.30-11.30 am.

I would be pleased to see as many of you as possible of at the Senior Open Day on 4th September.  Also, we may meet up again when we play some mixed tournaments.  Anyway, good luck to you all and please do keep in contact and let us know how you are getting on.

Boys born 1996/7

At last the Senior Club has woken up to the potential of our Club by providing a Junior Academy session on Wednesday evenings 6.00-7.00 pm from September onwards.  This Academy session is open to all boys and girls who are now too old to play for our U14’s.  It is to be coached by Nicky Thompson and is on a ‘pay and play’ basis.  Therefore, you will not need to commit yourself each week and you will not need to pay subscriptions.  The idea is to provide a link between the Senior and Junior Clubs.

Senior Club Open Day
The Senior Club are organising a Open Day on Saturday 4th September at the Cambridge University Grounds, Wilberforce Road and have invited the Junior Club to attend.  They have allocated us a coaching slot around lunch time between the ladies and men’s matches and hope that you can stay and watch the senior matches.  The coaching will be for players 10 years and older and will include fun activities such as trying to beat Simon Mason (former GB goalkeeper).  There is even a sponsored run around the athletic track.  Refreshments will be available.  Everybody is welcome to watch.

Our official start date is Sunday 5th September but Saturday 4th is an excellent opportunity to promote the junior section.  The Senior Club would like an idea of possible numbers so if you could let us know as soon as possible it would be most appreciated.

Sunday 5th September
Junior training starts.

Perse School for Boys

9.30-10.30     U10’s Boys and Girls

10.30-11.30   U12’s Boys and Girls

11.30-12.30   U14’s Boys only

Registration Forms
Registration forms can be downloaded from our website www.ccjhc.co.uk or collected and completed on Sunday 5th September.
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